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Land Acknowledgement



Agenda
• Who is Land For Good?
• Land tenure options
• Finding a property
• Leasing
• Resources for non-farming landowners and retiring 

farmers



Our Mission
To ensure the future of 
farming in New England by 
putting more farmers 
more securely 
on more land.

Land For Good’s mission is to 
expand secure farmland 
access, tenure, and transfer.





How We Help Farm Seekers
• Reviewing land 

access and tenure 
strategies

• Crafting a farmland 
search plan

• Assessing potential 
properties

• Negotiating, drafting 
leases



Land Tenure
Tenure means “to hold”

To have secure land tenure, a farmer 
needs:

• Access to land

• Security to hold it

• Clear division of rights and 
responsibilities



Be prepared when making Inquiries!  Make sure you know 
and can articulate what you’re looking for.
• Business Planning!  What could you

 and your business afford?
• Land Needs:  Acres, soils?
• Infrastructure?
• Housing?
• What kind of farming?
• Room to grow?
• Markets?

Farm Search – What do to FIRST





What is Group Farmland Access?
• Group farming aka collaborative farming, cooperative 

farming, collective farming.

• Farmers could share equipment, inputs, marketing, and/or 
labor.

• Farmers could share LAND. 

• Not a new concept.



Defining Features of GFA
• Farmers accessing a piece of land together (could be more 

than one parcel).

• A spirit of cooperation.

• Purposeful interaction regarding land use and 
management among the farmers.

• Some type of legal arrangement.



Group Types
One-farm Group

A single farm business with 
multiple farmers owns or 
rents a property.

Situational Group
Separate farm businesses 
independently rent portions 
of a property, connected by 
an overarching mission or 
framework. 

Intentional Group
Separate farm businesses 
commit to owning or renting 
a property together.

Mixed Group
Farmers and non-farmers 
rent or own a property 
together OR some farmers 
own a property and other 
farmers rent from them. 





Identifying Farm Search PrioritiesIdentifying Farm Search Priorities
NECESSARY DESIRABLE OPTIONAL

TENURE
(Lease? Own?)

LOCATION

NATURAL FEATURES

BUILT FEATURES

HOUSING

COMMUNITY

OTHER



Finding Property
• New England Farmland Finder and other 

farmlink sites

• Farm publications

• Newsletters

• Listservs

• Craigslist, MLS, Zillow, Google…

• Physical copies of fliers

• Local ag commission

• Farm Service Organizations

• Land Trusts

• Word of mouth

https://newenglandfarmlandfinder.org/


 



• Verbal vs. written
• Short-term lease

– Trial term
– Rolling lease term

• Long-term lease
• Lease-To-Own
• Residential lease
• Equipment, building, livestock

Types of LeasesLeases & Landlords



• Right Of First Refusal (ROFR)
• Right of First Offer
• Purchase option

→ Description of property
→ Price, or how to determine price
→ Terms, timetable, duration

“Lease To Own”“Lease To Own”



• Lease: 
– Extensive, temporary legal interest in land
– Harder to revoke, more secure tenure

• Permit/License: 
– Permission to use land
– Simpler
– Generally revocable 

at any time
– Common on Public Land

Lease vs. License/Permit



(FYI - Lease vs. License/Permit)



• Incubator Farm (Southside Community Land Trust, New 
Entry Sustainable Farming Project)

• Ground Lease (equity in buildings)
– Community Land Trust 
– Other entities

• Group arrangement
– See LFG’s Accessing Land Together guide

Types of LeasesInteresting Lease Models



What’s in a Lease?

1. The parties – (who)
2. The premises – (where)
3. The term – (when)
4. The consideration ($$)
5. Signatures

These constitute a legal contract. 

What’s in a Lease?



Be ready for inquiries!  Make sure you know what you’re offering:
• Land:  Acres, soils?
• Infrastructure?  Housing?
• Rent?
• What kind of farming? 

(possible / desired)
– (Livestock, Crops, Perennials, Other?)
– Any restrictions?  (Organic?  IPM?  No-till?)

• Are all family members / interested parties in agreement?

Finding a Farmer – 
What do to FIRST





Thank you!



landforgood.org
603.357.1600

info@landforgood.org


