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FoodNet Population Survey, 2006-2007

The Foodborne Diseases Active Surveillance Network (FoodNet) is a collaborative network established in
cooperation with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Emerging Infections Program (EIP);
state health departments in California, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, Maryland, Minnesota, New
Mexico, New York, Oregon, and Tennessee; the Food and Drug Administration’s Center for Food Safety
and Applied Nutrition; and the United States Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety Inspection Service.
FoodNet is a sentinel network producing stable and accurate national estimates of the burden, trends,
and sources of foodborne diseases in the United States through active surveillance and additional
studies. Enhanced surveillance and investigation are integral parts of developing and evaluating new
prevention and control strategies that can improve the safety of our food and the public’s health.
(www.cdc.gov/FoodNet).

FoodNet uses information gathered via the FoodNet Population Survey to determine the prevalence and
severity of gastrointestinal illness among persons within the FoodNet sites and to summarize information
on select exposures. Clearwater Research Inc. administered the 2006-2007 survey via telephone in the
ten population-based FoodNet sites from May 2006 through April 2007. The 2006-2007 survey is the fifth
cycle in a series of 12-month FoodNet Population Surveys.

FoodNet worked with Clearwater Research Inc. to carry out 2006-2007 FoodNet Population Survey.
FoodNet developed and tested the questions included in the study. Clearwater Research Inc. created the
survey sample using a modified version of the population sampling scheme developed by the CDC’s
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Study (BRFSS). The BRFSS scheme produced a probability sample
of the non-institutionalized, civilian adults age 18 and older in the household in the target geographic
areas. The modified FoodNet sample included all household members regardless of age. The sampling
process had two stages. At the first stage, Clearwater Research Inc. obtained the sample of randomly
generated phone numbers from MSG/Genesys and used these to select households for inclusion using a
disproportionate stratified sample (DSS) design. The DSS random-digit-dialing method used a sample
frame that included all telephone numbers serving households in the geographic target areas and divided
them into listed and unlisted telephone numbers. To improve the sample efficiency (ratio of sample
records to completed interviews), Clearwater Research Inc. oversampled the listed number stratum at a
rate of 1.5 times the rate for unlisted numbers. In the second stage, study staff used a computer
algorithm, based on the number of females and males in the household, to randomly select one
household member for interview.

All age groups were eligible for inclusion. For respondents aged 13 to 17, a parent or guardian had to
either grant permission for the interview or agree to respond for the adolescent. For respondents aged 12
years or under, a parent or guardian was interviewed as a proxy to ascertain information about the child’s
exposure. We restricted the study to persons who spoke English and Spanish.

The total population of ten sites included in the study, according to the 2007 United States Census
Bureau estimates, was 45,883,553 persons. From May 2006 through April 2007, Clearwater Research
Inc. completed 17,372 interviews. Respondents were randomized into four groups. Respondents in the
first and third group (n=8,829) were administered a separate food section from respondents in the second
and fourth group (n=8,543). Several food exposures of interest, such as eggs, were asked in both food
sections. Finally, respondents in the third and fourth groups were administered the animal exposure
section of the questionnaire (n=8,718).

This report summarizes food consumption and animal exposure information collected during the study
period, overall and by FoodNet site. The data reported is an average exposure among persons in the

seven days prior to interview. Exposures and food preferences may change due to the time of year or
among specific age-groups. All frequencies included in this report are unweighted.
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